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KCAPA will be hosting its annual Symposium on Friday, July 11, 2014. Hors
d’oeuvres will be provided and attendees will receive free drink tickets. This
year’s distinguished speaker will be Carol Coletta of the Knight Foundation.
Carol is a nationally recognized expert on cities and the use of arts in the
development of communities. Formerly the head of ArtPlace, Carol helped
promote creative placemaking in communities across the United States. Carol
also served as executive director of the Mayors’ Institute on City Design and
hosted a nationally syndicated radio show on smart cities. She has written and
spoken extensively on the future of cities, including how communities develop,
attract and retain talent.
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We had a successful KCAPA program the afternoon of Monday, June 23 The
program was titled “Ethics Jeopardy!” and focused on understanding the
AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Responsibility through an entertaining
and ethical game of Jeopardy. After an overview of the Code of Ethics,
participants were challenged to apply the Code of Ethics to a series of
professional situations. Approximately 39 people attended the event. A big
thanks to our volunteers who co-hosted the program!

Sara Copeland — Community Development Director, City of North Kansas City,
MO
Lisa Koch — Lead Planner/Project Manager, Parsons Brinckerhoff

Sponsor Spotlight

The Louis Berger story begins with its founding in 1953, when Dr. Louis Berger
opened the first office in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Today, our client work ranges from managing large ecosystem restoration
plans in the United States, to developing an urban infrastructure master plan in
India. Our work in the Kansas and Missouri region spans over 20 years
supporting federal, state, municipal and commercial clients. This regional
portfolio is equally diverse to our international portfolio as we are currently
involved in infrastructure planning to export renewable energy from Kansas as
well as supporting municipal clients in the Kansas City region to plan for aging
communities. Our full spectrum planning experience includes transportation,
transit, airport, port, urban and regional, environmental, architectural, financial,
sustainable, economic and disaster and emergency planning. Inside this
breadth of expertise, our teams operate with a consistent, integrated approach.
Louis Berger collaborates closely with our clients to understand the current
conditions, their challenges and their goals, and we then develop an
interdisciplinary solution, drawing on the expertise of our diverse professionals
located worldwide. Louis Berger not only provides our clients with a solution
tailored to their technical requirements, but we also offer a local understanding
of social, economic, political and cultural sensitivities. But, our story is still
unfolding and as the firm celebrates 60 years of service, we remain focused on
the future and finding solutions for a better world.



Kansas Legislative Update: May Correction

In May’s newsletter, it was reported that House Bill 2417 concerning economic
development and the expansion of the Rural Opportunity Zones in Kansas was
signed into law. However, while the bill progressed through the House and
Senate and was recommended by the Committee on Assessment and Taxation
to be signed into law, the bill actually died on Senate General Orders and
therefore did not become law.

One additional bill worth noting that was ultimately signed by the Governor is
House Bill 2086 concerning economic development. This bill allows costs for
infrastructure improvements contiguous to a redevelopment district (TIF) to be
funded by the tax revenues generated from within the district whereas,
historically, all improvements had to be located within the redevelopment district
or CID. In addition, the bill provides for an additional (#26) property tax
exemption for land owned by a municipality that is part of a public levee, that is
leased to a private party.

As always, if there is particular bill or issue you would like KCAPA to follow in
future sessions, please contact the Kansas Chapter Representative, Ryan
McKay atryan.mckay@brrarch.com.

Missouri Legislative Update

Transportation: A statewide transportation sales tax proposal was passed by
the Missouri General Assembly and is scheduled for an August election. The
timeline and some facts about Amendment 7 are provided below.

What do you think of funding statewide transportation needs through a sales
tax? Could this potentially affect local sales tax issues and priorities? Are the
appropriate transportation needs being addressed through this sales tax
proposal? Join the discussion with your peers at:
http://kcapa.mindmixer.com/topics/16087/funding-mechanism-for-statewide-

transportation

Timeline

o May 2014: Both bodies of the Missouri General Assembly
overwhelmingly approved legislation that would put a transportation sales
tax measure before Missouri voters.

 May 23, 2014: Governor Jay Nixon placed the transportation sales tax
amendment on the August 5, 2014 primary election ballot.

o May-July 2014: MoDOT will work with citizens, transportation partners,
elected officials and community leaders to solicit feedback on project lists
in each transportation region. Draft project list will be released and
posted for public comment at 12 p.m., June 13. The comment period will
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close at 5 p.m., July 3.

» July 9, 2014: Final project list and public comments received will be
submitted to the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission
(MHTC) for their consideration and approval.

e August 5, 2014: Election Day
Facts About the Amendment 7

» Will provide an estimated $5.4 billion in funding for transportation
projects over 10 years (2015-2025)

e The measure provides that 90 percent of the revenue, an estimated
$480 million annually, will go toward state transportation initiatives. Ten
percent, or an estimated $54 million annually, will be split among cities
and counties for transportation projects.

e The sales taxincrease ZLOORWe applied to purchases of medicine,
groceries and gasoline.

o Fuel taxes ZL@QRWhcrease and toll roads Z L@OQRWe implemented over
the 10-year time period.

o The sales tax revenues can be used for ANY transportation purpose
(road and bridge improvements, urban and rural transit, friendlier bike
and pedestrian accommodations, improvements in rail, ports and
airports).

« Every region will prioritize the projects to meet the direct transportation
needs of residents and businesses in their communities.

e The regional project priority lists will be completed in June. A statewide
list will be presented to the MHTC for its approval at a meeting in
Jefferson City on July 9.

For additional information and to provide comments to the Missouri Highway
and Transportation Commission, please visit:
http://www.modot.org/movingforward/

American Community Survey: Efforts to weaken the American Community
Survey (ACS) continue in the US House of Representatives where a recently
approved funding bill for the US Department of Commerce reduced ACS
funding and made the census method voluntary for American households. The
American Planning Association joined a coalition of other professional
organizations to oppose these changes to the ACS and encourage
modifications to the program to increase its effectiveness and validity. The
Missouri APA Chapter Board of Directors also took an official position opposing
the ACS changes and issued a letter to Senators McCaskill and Blunt urging
their support in strengthening this critical census program. A copy of the letter
can be viewed here: http://mo-apa.org/images/Documents/mo-apa-acs-letter-

blunt.pdf
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Reminder: Missouri State Chapter Awards

The Missouri Chapter of the American Planning Association invites interested
persons/organizations to submit nominations for the Missouri State Chapter
Awards Program. Award nominations for the Missouri State Chapter awards
may be made in five categories. If the nominations justify doing so, no or
multiple awards will be made in each category. The award categories are:
GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD, STREET OR PUBLIC SPACE
OUTSTANDING PLAN
OUTSTANDING IMPLEMENTATION
OUTSTANDING PUBLIC OUTREACH, PROGRAM, PROJECT, TOOL,
COMMUNITY INITIATIVE
OUTSTANDING STUDENT PROJECT
NOMINATIONS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN 3:00 P.M. ON TUESDAY, JULY 1,
2014.
Awardees will be announced at the Missouri State Planning Conference on
October 16-18, 2014 in St. Louis.
For more information, click here.

Missouri State Chapter Awards Jury
To volunteer to participate on the awards review committee, please contact
Scott Hanson at shanson@cityofedwardsville.com or 618-692-7535 ASAP!

Job Opportunities

The following jobs have been posted recently to www.kc-apa.org. Click here for
more information.

e Planner - Kansas City, MO
« Senior Planner - Kansas City, MO
e Program Officer - LISC
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